GOVERNMENT OF MONTENEGRO, Mr Milo Đukanović, Prime Minister

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, Mr Predrag Bošković, Minister

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE, Mr Boris Marić, Minister

      Podgorica, 9 November 2016
Ref: 
Repeated appeal of NGOs for permanent sustainable engagement of teaching assistants for children with special educational needs from 29/9/2016
Mr Prime Minister Đukanović, 

Mr Minister Bošković,

Mr Minister Marić,
In regard to our appeal for permanent sustainable engagement of teaching assistants for children with special educational needs from 29/9/2016, we express our protest due to the fact that Government of Montenegro, namely the Ministry of Education, did not take any measures to this date to permanently resolve the status of teaching assistants for children with special educational needs in Montenegro, and instead acted quite contrary to the proposals that we submitted with the aim of protection of children’s rights which left the children in an  unequal position.

Minister of Labour and Social Welfare Boris Marić announced after the meeting with Minister of Education Predrag Bošković in the beginning of October that the issue of assistants could be permanently resolved by second half of school semester. Meanwhile, Ministry of Education announced that it would hold a meeting with NGOs, whereby they would discuss the models on how to resolve that issue. However, the meeting did not take place, and practice showed that the proposals of NGOs were not accepted.
Namely, schools’ acts did not prescribe the systematisation of working posts for the position of teaching assistants for children with special educational needs, and assistants have continued to volunteer by the day of the elections. Despite the announcements from the Ministry of Education that it shall secure the engagement of assistants based on contracts right after the elections, and thus put an end to period where the parents were forced to finance the volunteering of assistants, schools have made different approaches to competitions for the engagement of assistants which resulted in an unequal treatment of kids.
According to information obtained by NGO “Naše sunce”, less than 1/3 of schools in Montenegro even announced the competition for the admission of teaching assistants in the education of children with special educational needs. Schools that have announced the competitions did not do so on the same day, hence there was a difference in dates when the paid engagement of assistants based on contracts began. Those schools that announced the competition, did not state previous working experience as a condition or preference for the conclusion of contract, despite our appeal to primarily engage those persons that have been adequately trained for this job and who had the most experience in performing it.
Hence, for instance, on 15/10/2016, Elementary school in Cetinje “Lovćenski partizanski odred” announced the competition for two performers of duties, and did so regardless of previous education and working experience. Based on that competition, the school concluded a contract with a person who obtained a Bachelor degree in tourism, without the experience, instead of a teacher with more than two decades of pedagogical experience, who succeeded in getting a boy with disabilities to finish his grade with good success rate, who also applied for that competition. Due to the change in the assistant, the child refuses to go to school, and the media reported on that.

We protest because of such relation to children with special educational needs and their parents, who financed the volunteering of assistants for the most part during previous two months, because the Ministry of Education failed to timely prepare for the start of school year in the conditions of pre-election prohibition in terms of the employment on positions, such as the position of teaching assistant, that were not prescribed with the act on systematisation.
As a reminder, on 29/9/2016, we urged for the following:

1) That the Government urgently ensures that schools envisage the acts on the systematisation of jobs for assistants in the education of children with special educational needs,

2) to primarily engage those persons for the job of assistant who have been adequately trained for this occupation, and who have had the experience in performing this job, and

3) to propose to Parliament the amendment of Article 30a of Law on Education of children with special educational needs (Teaching assistant), in order to prescribe that the assistants are paid from state budget.

We regret that out Government is negligent in relation to children with special educational needs, who have been prevented from realising their right to free inclusive education from the start of the year, and we appeal you once again to change the situation at once, in line with our previous proposals.
Respectfully Yours,

Milka Šćepanović, Executive director of NGO Naše sunce
Tea Gorjanc-Prelević, Executive director of NGO Human Rights Action (HRA)
The appeal was supported by the representatives of following organisations and associations:

Marina Vujačić, Executive director of Association of youth with disabilities of Montenegro (AYDM)
Savo Knežević, President of First association of parents of children and youth with special needs
Milisav Mimo Korać, President of Association of parents of children with disabilities in Podgorica

Miluša Cica Žugić, Director of Association for Support to Persons with mental and physical disabilities in Nikšić
Kristina Mihailović, Executive director of Association Parents
Daliborka Uljarević, Executive director of NGO Centre for Civic Education (CCE)
Maja Raičević, Executive director of NGO Women’s Rights Centre (WRC)

Ljupka Kovačević, Coordinator of Centre for women and peac education – ANIMA

Stevo Muk, President of Managing board of  Institute Alternative (IA)
Ivana Vujović, Executive director of NGO Juventas
Ljiljana Raičević, Executive director of NGO Shelter 

Milan Poka Mijajlović, Head of the Scout division “Njegoš”

Aleksandar Jerotić, President of NGO Pandora
